Homily of Archbishop Gianfranco Gardin at the 2008 CMSM-LCWR Assembly

I would like to reflect with you on the Word which we have just heard, keeping in the background the theme which you have chosen for this Assembly.

More specifically I would like to look to the Biblical passages of this Liturgy for a possible aid in responding to the questions posed in the Assembly’s program which seek to develop the theme

-”What are religious being called to embrace and to release?”

-“What are we being invited to see with new eyes and to hear with new ears?”
-“What conversions/transformations are needed in order to see with new eyes and to hear with new ears?”
We heard the invitation of the Prophet Isaiah “All you who are thirsty come to the water… Why do you spend your money on what is not bread, your earnings for what does not satisfy?”

A call addressed to religious today, a needed conversion is that of once again becoming authentic seekers with a thirst for God. Our Dicastery’s recent document on authority and obedience begins precisely with this point. Its first words are “Faciem tuam Domine requiram… Your face, O Lord, I seek” and later it says: “Consecrated life …flourishes in the ambience of this search for the face of the Lord and the ways that lead to him”.
Often this search for the true face of God is an arduous journey which must endure moments of darkness…”dark nights”, it must confront difficult questions, it must seek nourishment in the assiduous listening to the Word of God. 


The secularized context of a large part of religious life today, more than ever calls for the presence in the Church of persons who have withstood serious and laborious journeys  of faith. To be religious, we must be these people.

Whatever the Charism of the particular Community to which we belong, prior to being pastoral agents, prior to promoting educational or social works, we must be  exemplary believers… men and women  always on the move, pilgrims in the never ending search for the living and true God.

A second response to our questions is offered to us by St Paul in the conclusion of Chapter 8 of his letter to the Romans which expresses one of the highpoints of the New Testament. “What will separate us from the love of Christ?, Paul asks,  and he answers : “nothing, truly nothing can separate us from the  love of God, manifested in Christ”.


Clearly he is speaking of the love of God and Christ for us but we should be able to say the same of our love for God, particularly for the person of Jesus. We all understand this but we must remind ourselves of it. 

The truest strength of religious life, that which is clearly evident in our founders and foundresses,  is a passionate love for Christ, adherence to him, the ability, to use the words of St Benedict, “to put nothing before Him”.  The faithfulness and solidity of our following of Him is rooted in this love and the beginning and profound reason for every infidelity and weakness can be explained by the withholding and extinguishing of this love. What is needed for this conversion and transformation is a continual starting afresh from Christ.

If religious life feels the need for living in community, it is because an evangelical community is the precious place for mutually helping one another to grow in the love and following of Jesus. 

A third  answer to our questions on the conversion and transformation of religious life today can be found in the image of Jesus moved to compassion by the suffering and needs of the crowd who was following Him, presented to us in today’s Gospel, “He saw the vast crowd and was moved to pity for them.”

Religious life, in its commitment to follow and imitate Jesus, has always taken seriously the attention which Jesus paid to the poor and suffering. It has never forgotten that we will be judged  on our love for those in need ( “I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink…” Mt. 25, 35); it has translated in many ways and with great creativity the precious evangelical icon of the Good Samaritan.

We cannot run the risk of practicing a poorly understood “fuga munda”, “fleeing from the world” present in some Religious Institutes or communities, which becomes a closing in on oneself, in one’s own “cloister” not being disturbed or without taking part in the lives of others.

In today’s Gospel it almost seems as if the disciples want to be alone to eat with Master. “Dismiss the crowds” –they say to him- “so that they can go to the villages and buy food for themselves…. Five loaves and two fish are all we have here” (Mt. 14, 15-16). But Jesus is looking for a shared table.  “Give them some food yourselves” (Mt. 14, 16).
To be untiring seekers for God, to live in a personal deep and passionate  relationship  with Jesus, to be impelled  with dedication to  the mission and to the poor, despite the changing nature of our times, of ecclesial contexts, of structural models, religious life can never renounce seeking to achieve these three objectives. God help us, God help you to seek to achieve them  with courage,  in obedience to His Word.
