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Dear Sisters in Christ,

In this Advent Season, as we wait in hope for the coming of the “Word Made Flesh,” it is appropriate to reflect on the many ways that Christ is present in our Church and world.  Among the clearest signs of Christ’s presence alive among us are the thousands of Women Religious whose vocation and ministry have played an irreplaceable role in building and shaping the Catholic Church in the United States. 

The history of the Catholic Church in this country would have been radically different without the contributions of your predecessors; these women took on the challenges of mission under difficult circumstances and created networks of schools, hospitals and social service organizations that have stood the test of time.  Jesuits assigned to the frontier or urban immigrant communities were grateful for the ministry of Women Religious working with them.  As the Church has changed in response to the signs of the times, Women Religious have been in the forefront of bringing Christ’s call of loving service to the world.  

The Society of Jesus is profoundly grateful for the witness of Women Religious.  Many of us were educated by members of your communities throughout the world.   Today, Jesuit ministries would be less without your presence; Women Religious have served as presidents, principals, faculty, staff, and board members at Jesuit schools across the country.  Women Religious also play a key role in many Jesuit parishes and retreat centers.  Perhaps more importantly, many have become expert practitioners of Ignatian spirituality, sharing the reality of “Finding God in all things,” as spiritual guides, retreat leaders and spirituality authors. 

As Religious, we share with you a life of vowed consecration: an invitation to foster a personal relationship with Jesus Christ, the charism of community which proclaims Gospel values to an often distracted world, and a commitment of service to those in need of Christ’s healing and hope.  All of us know that religious life is never without its challenges.  In today’s world, you are at the forefront of bringing the good news to those on the margins.  As our society and Church continue to change ethnically and culturally, Women Religious model how the Church can best be of service to all in need throughout the world.     
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We are grateful for your generous service, for your partnership with us in so many ministries, and for your deep desire to proclaim the Reign of God in our world.   Please count on our support, prayers, and good wishes in this season of great hope.

In Christ’s Peace,
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Thomas H. Smolich, S.J.

President
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